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On the ninth of August, one of our men arrived
from Kébec two months and twelve days after de-
parting hence. God [38] knows how glad we were
to hear of the state of all the French at Kébec and
the three Rivers, who report had declared were all
dead of the plague. We were also very glad to hear
of the happy arrival of five ships of the Gentlemen
of the Company, commanded by Monsieur the General
du Plessis Bochart, which we had been informed were
lost in the ice. Our joy was somewhat lessened by
the fear they had that some accident had befallen
Captain Bontan; but we have been relieved of this
apprehension.

On the thirteenth of the month of August, Father
Mercier arrived, and Father Pijart on the seven-
teenth. Father Mercier, who had had good health
all the way from France, was seized with a slight
fever a day or two before his arrival among the Hu-
rons; but the day after his arrival he was free from
it, except for a slight disturbance, which was fol-
lowed by perfect health. It is a blessing from Heav-
en, it seems, that as soon as we are in the Huron
country we should have good health. For the rest,
all the Fathers have been well treated on the way.
They have neither paddled, nor carried burdens, ex-
cept their little supply of clothing: but, on the con-
trary, have been honored and have been themselves
carried [39] over troublesome and difficult places.
Consequently let no one fear difficulties in coming
up here, from having read my Relation of last year.
Beginnings are always hard, and then the causes of
our troubles were extraordinary; and, moreover, I
believe that my sins, which required that I should
suffer these things, fell also upon the others; but,



